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2  •  Common Core State Standards Assessments 

• Measure the full breadth of the Common Core 
State Standards 

• Extend the range of high quality measurement in 
both directions 

• Make assessments operational by 2014-15 

• Require consortia to offer an online version 

• Use technology for reporting speed  

• Must be instructionally relevant 

USED Requirements State Assessment 



3  •  Common Core State Standards Assessments 

• Assessment window vs. single day administration 

• Balanced Assessment System (summative, interim, 
formative) 

• Results from online testing available quickly to 
support instruction 

• Emphasis on problem-solving and critical thinking 

Smarter-Balanced Assessment Consortium 

(SBAC) Assessment Design 



4  •  Common Core State Standards Assessments 

 Fall 2013 MEAP Mathematics, Reading, and 
Writing based on grade-level GLCEs and CCSS 

 Fall 2013 MEAP Science and Social Studies based 
on GLCEs 

 Fall 2013 MEAP-Access Mathematics, Reading, 
and Writing based on GLCEs 

Based on GLCEs and eGLCEs 

Current Michigan Assessments 



Standards and Assessment 

Common 
Core 

Essential 
Elements 

General Assessment 

Alternate Assessment 

http://www.k12.wa.us/smarter/default.aspx


6  •  Common Core State Standards Assessments 

 SBAC replaces MEAP in Reading, Writing, and 
Mathematics in grades 3-8 

 MEAP Science grades 4 and 7 

 MEAP Social Studies grades 5 and 8 

 MEAP-Access becomes SBAC  

• Computer-adaptive test  

• Same student range as MEAP-Access 

Spring 2015 Michigan 
Assessments *no more fall window 



                   Balanced and Dynamic 

Learning Maps Assessment Consortia 
CCSS Assessment Systems in Michigan 

http://www.smarterbalanced.org http://dynamiclearningmaps.org 

 alternative assessment for 
students with significant 

cognitive disabilities 

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/


8  •  Common Core State Standards Assessments 

 Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) Consortium  

• Michigan’s alternate assessment  

• Michigan is a governing member 

• Designed for students with significant cognitive 
disabilities (similar to MI-Access) 

 

Alternate Assessments 
 



9  •  Common Core State Standards Assessments 

 DLM is based on the Common Core Essential 
Elements (Now called DLM-EEs) 

 DLM-EEs provide a bridge to the Common 
Core State Standards 

• Apply to students with significant cognitive  
disabilities 

• Replace the Extended Grade Level Content Expectations 
in ELA and Math   (continue Social Studies/Science 
EGLCEs) 

Alternate Assessments 
 



10  •  Common Core State Standards Assessments 



• Assessment window vs. single day administration 

• Results from online testing available quickly to 
support instruction 

• Emphasis on real-life contexts 

• Computer adaptive 

DLM Features 
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Michigan requirements for 
commitment to DLM: 

• Approve item types 

• Describe calculation of student 
achievement and growth 

• Legislative Action by October 1st to allow 
funding 

 

MI-Access or DLM? 
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If Full implementation to DLM:  

• Replaces MI-Access Functional Independence (FI), 
Supported Independence (SI), and Participation (P)  

• Content areas: Mathematics and ELA 

• MI-Access Science: continues as before 

• MI-Access FI Social Studies: new assessment for grades 
5, 8, and 11 in 2015 

MI-Access or DLM? 
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2013-2014 

• 2013 MEAP based on 2012 model 

• 2013-14 MI-Access based on 2012-13 model 

• 2014 MME based on 2013 model 

 

 

 

 

Timeline for Transition 
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2014-2015  

• SBAC Full implementation — Instruction and 
assessment based on CCSS 

• DLM or MI-Access — to be determined 

• All summative assessments will be online and moved  
to Spring 2015 

 

Timeline for Transition 
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Common Core - Application to Students with 

Disabilities 
Promoting a culture of high expectations for all students is a 

fundamental goal of the Common Core State Standards. In order 

to participate with success in the general curriculum, students with 

disabilities, as appropriate, may be provided additional supports 

and services, such as: 

 Instructional supports for learning― based on the principles 

of Universal Design for Learning (UDL)2 ―which foster student 

engagement by presenting information in multiple ways and 

allowing for diverse avenues of action and expression. 

 Instructional accommodations ―changes in materials or 

procedures― which do not change the standards but allow 

students to learn within the framework of the Common Core. 

 Assistive technology devices and services to ensure access 

to the general education curriculum and the Common Core 

State Standards. 
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And Finally, 

Personal Curriculum when 

appropriate 
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• ELPA’s last administration: Spring 2013 

• World Class Instructional Design Assessment 
(WIDA) set for Spring 2014 – paper version  

• WIDA: paper version in 2015 

• WIDA: online Spring 2016 

• W-APT (WIDA-Access Placement Test): replaces  
Fall ELPA Screener  

• WIDA Access: alternate English language 
proficiency assessment 

ELPA out, WIDA in 

18  •  Common Core State Standards Assessments 



Sample Reading Task 
Alternate WIDA 
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What do I need to know for this year? 

 All assessments for 2013-14 the 

same. 

 Revised accommodations 

summary table 

 Anticipate amending IEPs next 

year in response to new 

assessments 
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http://mdoe.state.mi.us/MDEDocuments/AssessmentAccomodationSummaryTable/index.html 

interactive accommodations table 

 

New State Assessment Accommodations 

21  •  Common Core State Standards Assessments 

http://mdoe.state.mi.us/MDEDocuments/AssessmentAccomodationSummaryTable/index.html
http://mdoe.state.mi.us/MDEDocuments/AssessmentAccomodationSummaryTable/index.html




Common Core Essential Elements 

Are: 

• Links to grade level 

Common Core State 

Standards (CCSS) 

• Statements of content 

and skills that provide a 

bridge for students with 

SCD to achieve grade 

differentiated 

expectations 

• Provide challenge and 

rigor appropriate for 

students with SCD in 

consideration of the 

significance of their 

disabilities 

Are not: 

• Downward extension to 

pre-K 

• General essence 

statements 

• Statements of functional 

skills 

                DLM 
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Guidance and support during instruction should be interpreted as teacher 

encouragement, general assistance, and informative feedback to support the 

student in learning, such as; 

 getting the student started (e.g., “Tell me what to do first.”),  

 providing a hint in the right direction without revealing the answer (e.g., 

Student wants to write dog but is unsure how, the teacher might say, “See if 

you can write the first letter in the word, /d/og.”),  

 narrowing the field of choices as a student provides an inaccurate response, 

 using structured technologies such as task specific word banks, or 

 providing the structured cues such as those found in prompting procedures 

(e.g., least‐to‐most prompts, simultaneous prompting, and graduated 

guidance). 

 

Some guidance and support strategies may not be allowed for assessment 

purposes when variance in teacher assistance, cues, and prompts could 

compromise judgments about mastery of the EEs and comparability of 

administration  

 

GUIDANCE and SUPPORT 



Dynamic Learning Maps  
 

The DLM™ project is guided by the core belief that all students should have 

access to challenging grade-level content. The new DLM™ Alternate 

Assessment System will let students with significant cognitive disabilities show 

what they know in ways that traditional multiple-choice tests cannot. The DLM 

system is designed to map a student’s learning throughout the year. The system 

will use items and tasks that are embedded in day-to-day instruction. In this way, 

testing happens as part of instruction, which both informs teaching and benefits 

students. An end of the year assessment will be created for states that want to 

include a summative test in addition to the instructionally embedded system. - 

 

Video      Dynamic Learning Maps Intro 

Video 2   Students with significant disabilities 

Video 3   Learning  Map Development 

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/video/whatisalearningmapvideo.html
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/video/10percent_of_the_1percnet.html
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/video/learningmapdevelopment.html






Learning Map 
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Conceptual Areas 

• Conceptual areas are comprised of nodes 
that represent the development of related 
cognitive processes.    

• Conceptual areas contain: 

– nodes that have been identified as the 
targets for Essential Element, and 

– nodes preceding and extending beyond the 
targets. 

31 



ELA.C1.1 Determine Critical Elements of Text 

 



EE Concept Maps take content to 
assessment design 

• Identify claim, conceptual area, CCSS, and 
Essential Element 

• Identify key vocabulary 

• Describe and define a range of skill 
development 

• Describe and define misconceptions 

• Identify prerequisite and requisite skills 

• Identify sensitivity and bias barriers 

• Identify accessibility issues  



Nodes 

• Initial (a) 

• Distal (b) 

• Proximal (c) 

• Target (d) 

• Successor (e) 

• Supporting Nodes 





Questions/ Misconceptions 

• Questions to Ask 

– What additional skills does the student need 
to reach the next node? 

• Misconceptions and Errors 

– What is preventing the student from reaching 
the next node? 



Testlet Sets 

Initial 
Precursor 

Target 

Successors 

Connect the map… 

Behavior 
Testlet 

a 

…to the items developed. 

Distal 
Precursor 

Proximal 
Precursor 

Behavior 

Behavior 

Behavior 

Behavior 

Testlet 
b 

Testlet 
c 

Testlet 
d 

Testlet 
e 



Computer adaptive testing adjusts to 

a student’s ability by basing the 

difficulty of future questions on 

previous answers, providing more 

accurate measurement of student 

achievement, particularly for high and 

low-performing students. 

Computer Adaptive Testing 

(CAT) 



 All assessments administered 

with computer 

 Long test window 12 weeks for 

Smarter Balanced and DLM 

 All administered in Spring 

 



Smarter Balanced 

Item samples  - Itunes  



  Division of Accountability Services (DAS) 

www.michigan.gov/baa 

   

 Office of Special Education (OSE) 

www.michigan.gov/ose-eis  

 

 SMARTER Balanced Assessment  Consortium (SBAC) 
http://smarter.k12partners.org/  

   

 Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) 

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org  

 

 

 

 

More Information 
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http://www.michigan.gov/baa
http://www.michigan.gov/ose-eis
http://www.michigan.gov/ose-eis
http://www.michigan.gov/ose-eis
http://smarter.k12partners.org/
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/

